
 
The Tuxedo Club is proud to host the 

2010 Real Tennis World Championship Final Eliminator  
March 18 - 21 

 
The Tuxedo Club, on the eve of its 125th anniversary, has won the honor of hosting the 
Real Tennis World Championship Final Eliminator, the oldest, existing world 
championship in the history of sport.  The only sporting event that shares the same 
historical span of time is the Olympics. Championship records date back to 1740 when 
Clerge the Elder of France, held the title. The world championship has been handed over 
only 24 times in its long history on sites all over the world. Better known as Court Tennis 
in the US, Real Tennis is the father of the modern game of tennis played today as well as 
all racquet sports, and dates back to the 12th century when monasteries and courtyards of 
France lent their walls to the hand-ball game known as Jeu de Paume.  
 
The match will be held over a four day period and will have the original world 
championship format of 4 sets on the 18th, 4 sets on the 20th and the remaining amount of 
sets on the 21st to determine a winner.  
 
The Real Tennis World Championship is held every two years. At the end of every 2 
years the top 4 players in the world, according their position in the World Championship 
Point Race, earn the right to compete in the eliminator process. At the end of every 2 
years the top 4 players in the world, according their position in the World Championship 
Point Race, earn the right to compete in the eliminator process. This year features 
Camden Riviere (world #2), Steve Virgona (world #3), Bryn Sayers (world #4), Ruaraidh 
Gunn (world #5). The format puts Virgona against Sayers and Riviere against Gunn.  The 
structure is a home and away match where Virgona plays a best of five set match against 
Sayers at Seacourt in England and then they will fly to Philadelphia to play another best 
of five set match. If both players win a match than a decider is played at the higher 
ranked player’s choice of venue. The other eliminator has the same format where Riviere 
will fly to Melbourne, Australia to play Gunn and then come back to Aiken to play the 
second leg and deciding leg if needed. This is all to see who earns the right to play the 
Final Eliminator at The Tuxedo Club. If the higher seeds make it through the first round 
of eliminators it sets up a US based professional match up of two extremely talented 
lefties; Camden Riviere, World #2 out of Aiken/Boston and Steve Virgona, World #3 out 
of Philadelphia. Rob Fahey, the current world champion, has been able to defend his title 
for a record 8 times since he won the title in 1994. He is also the only player to ever 
defend the World Championship in the four countries where Real Tennis is played. 
 
Details of the event will be forthcoming shortly, including a schedule of events and how 
and when to purchase tickets.  
  

 


